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country, drawing 4,000 at a stop. This
past summer over 44,000 swammed to
the Mall of America for the Tour with
lines stacked up 3,000 deep.

The frenzy for Pokémon: TCG has
grown so great that many schools have
banned it entirely from campus. In
Milwaukee, Wis., Burleigh Elementary
Principal Bill Zahn issued a principal’s
proclamation entitted The Pokémon
Dilemma, which stated that "Pokémon
cards have become a huge
problem here at Burleigh." Zahn /£
also said, “Students are '
admiring their Pokémon
cards instead of paying ;
attention to  their - @ '
teacher." Janna 7 ]
Russell, principal of
Bill Elliott .
Elementary School | R
in  Fot  Worth, . [
Texas, confiscates ] f
the cards on sight,

keeping them until the

end of the school year.

The reasons cited by

schools for banning the cards

are a lack of attention in class, harsh
conflicts resulting from trades gone bad,
and theft.

Pokémon: TCG, A Discussion of
Value

Controversy has swided around
Pokémon: TCG since its birth. Some
claim it is overtly evil and occultic, and
should be avoided at alf costs. Others
view it as harmiess fun, even beneficial.

First, let's look at what's being said in‘
the phenomenon's defense. "There is
nothing sinister [about Pokémon)," says
John Hooten, father of two avid fans. "It
is a good activity. It makes them use
their memories, it makes them put
things in order, it makes them interact
sacially with other kids." Tammy, a
mother and elementary school teacher,
has no reservations about TCG: "I think
it's great. There's a lot involved in it.
First of all, the reading and the language
is good for [kids).”

A consistent gripe of parents is, "My
child just watches TV and plays
video games all of the time. He
won't go outside and he won't
read any books." With the
advent of Pokémon: TCG,
fans have disconnected
themselves from electronic
entertainment and run

\
.

N
\\4 \ © outside with cards and

\ - sourcebooks in  hand
thinking is

Y "\ Strategic
17\ encouraged. Winning a game

bl

=" requires knowing the strengths

and weaknesges of other Pokémon
and playing the cormrect cards against
them. To know the strengths and
weaknesses, one must read various
books and study the Pokémon. And to
get the cards to win the games, one
must either buy a /bt of booster packs
(which are randomly seeded with
powerful cards) or learn to trade with
others. Since most children will not have
the money to buy scads of cards, they
tend to trade, learning negotiation skills
in the process. The downside to this is
that there will be some who will get
taken advantage of.



Even though Pokémon are pitted
against each other in combat, none of
them actually die; once they've been
"beaten about a bit," they faint and are

out of play. The card is simply removed. .

There are no dramatic or stomach-
tuming scenes of graphic violence. The
player simply pulls another card from his
deck and continues playing. These cute
little animals are a far cry from the
rotting zombies, mangled motorists or
butchered cowboys of video games
Resident Evii 2, Carmmnageddon and
Rising Zan.

All is not perfect in the Pokémon world,
however. As just noted, the animals
don't die, but the idea of a dogfight is at
the core of the game. It's difficult to get
around the concept that you are
teaching your Pokémon to "smack the
stuffing” out of someone else's
Pokémon. But once again, the violence
is not explicit, nor is it displayed. When
someone plays Battleship, for example,
he generally doesn't stop to think, "I'm
firing at an enemy vessel, blowing it up,
and kiling thousands of men in the
process.” He just puts a red peg in a
hole. With Pokémon: TCG, a player puts
@ card on a table.

TCG includes ghost and “"psychic”
characters. (Think of The Wizard of Oz,
Mary Poppins and J.RR. Tolkien's Lord

of the Rings, not Charmed, The Craft or.

Vampire: The Masquerade.) Still,
children who play Pokémon are
introduced to bizarre supernatural forces
that have. absolutely nothing to do with
God. (More on this in the section titled
"Pokémon and the Occult.”)

It also profters the
idea that
Pokémon can
"evolve” to higher
forms. But it is not
the same theory,
which is  being
taught in  high
school classrooms;
this evolving Is not a
matter of random chance, but of
conscious choice. Players can decide
whether or not they want their Pokémon
to evolve and they can actually devolve
with the use of certain cards. Pokémon
evolution bears as much resemblance to
Darwinian evolution as a sunflower does
to the sun--same general color, similar
names, but very different things.

Addiction and TCG

Pokémon's oft repeated motto states it
plainly: Gotta catch '‘em alll The
continually emphasized goal is to
become a Pokémon master (which
really means collecting each and every
species of Pokémon, ASAP). The
Pokémon Trading Card Game Player's
Guide states:

"You are a Pokémon Trainer. You have
collected Pokémon for your use and
must compete with rival Pokémon
trainers in battle. You pursue that lofty
goal of becoming the number one
Pokémon master in the world. You will
face many challenges in your quest.
You may even falter on occasion, but
your call to Pokémon Mastery beckons
and you must not relent!”



Soon the collecting frenzy is due to
expand even more; 100 new creatures
are to be added with the introduction of
Pokémon: Gold and Pokémon Siver for
Game Boy, and these Pokémon will
certalnly be shifted over into TCG.
Electronic Gaming Monthly put it well
when it said, "The game programs you
to collect things. . . . The average
player's probably pretty keen to get his
hands on as much Pokémon-related
gear as he or she can afford.” W's not
hard to realize that the golden rule of
Pokémon ("Gofta catch 'em alll") is in
tension with that which God wants us to
"collect.” "Provide yourseives money
bags which do not grow old, a treasure
in the heavens that does not fail, where
no thief approaches nor moth destroys.
For where your treasure is, there your
heant will be also.” (Luke 12:33b-34)

Pokémon  enthusiasts  themselves
readily agree about the compuisive
nature of the game. Eric, age 13, told
Piugged In, "it's highly addictive and |
think it's fun that there's a world out
there with imaginary creatures that you
can control and are highly powerful”
Justin, an employee at the Colorado
Springs-based Complete Games and
Hobbies, commented, The kids] are
fans. They're fanatics. There's reafly no
other word for it. . . . It's like the
Beasties.” When questioned about why
his friends liked Pokémon, Travis Price,
one such fanatic, replied, "Most kids get
brainwashed

into it They ey
really like the ‘ﬁ @ —_— g
T e

TV show so

they start

collecting the 7_1 PR
e

toys first usually, like | did, then, when
they found out cards had come out, they
start collecting these . . . . You get really
obsessed with it." His mother was quick
to interject, "But you mean obsessed in
a good way, wouldn't you say?”

Pokémon and the Occult

Some people have
connected Pokémon
directly with
witchcraft and the
occult, saying it is
~"entry level evil" and

the names of certain
Pokémon are actually the names of
demons. For example, the Pokémon
Bellsprout, Weepinbell and
Victreebel are said to be connected
to the spirit world because the "bell”
and "hel" sections of their names
are similar to the name of the
ancient Caananite god Baal. Of
course, it may be that these
creatures are named thus because
they are actually shaped like bells.
Name puns are very common in the
game. Two Jellyfish Pokémon are
named Tentacool and Tentacruel.
Two turtle types are called Squirtle
and Wartortle. The names of three
psychic characters form an obvious,
f not groan-worthy, joke: Abra,

Kadabra and Alakazam.

Author Berit Kjos writes
that Pokémon presents
children with "a tempting
promise: supematural




power." Parents must decide for
themselves if that overstates the
case. However, this spiritual
discussion doses raise an important

point. Even if one concludes that

Pokémon: TCG itself isn't inherently
occultic, many other card games are
full of dark spirituality. And aithough
claims that TCG is a ready stepping
stone to these kind of games may
be a bit overdone {Pokémon: TCG's
rules are quite different from Magic:
The Gathering), there is some truth
to them. Parents whose children are
already fans of Pokémon: TCG
should not allow games such as
Magic: The Gathering, Legends of
the Five Rings (L5R), Legend of the
Buming Sands, Rage, or Vampire:
The Etemal Struggle into their
homes. These games directly
embrace wizardry, channeling,
demonic possession, sorcefy, black
magic and vampirism,

"Let Us Hear the Conclusion of
the Whole Matter...”

So, should children play Pokémon:
TCG or not? It encourages reading,
critical  thinking and  social
interaction. But it also contains mild
violence, can /Mad to other
disturbing games, is very addictive
and can easily cause strife between
parents and children.

Additionaily, the mere presence of
ghosts and ‘psychic” characters

may effectively nix Pokémon for
some families. In all cases, caution
and moderation are key. If your
children are already involved, look
for waming signs of addiction
{obsessive behavior, a consistent
unwillingness to do schoolwork,
disobedlence when asked to leave
the game to come to dinner, etc.). If
they aren't into the fad yet, weigh it
carefully before buying them a
starter set for Christmas. Conslider
your child’s personality, peer group,
self-discipline and maturity.
Prayerfully pondefing your
knowledge of Pokémon and your
knowledge of your child should lead
you to a wise conclusion.

May we exercise caution on this
prevalent fad as Christians.

Pastor Martin Yee

MORE THOUGHTS TO PONDER ON...

o
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If people from Poland are called Poles, why
aren't people from Holland called Holes?
Why is a person who plays the piano call a
pianist, but a person who drives a race car
not called a racist?

If horrific mean to make horrible, doesn't
terrific mean to meke terrible?

Why is the man, who invest all your money
called a broker?

Why is it that if someone tells you that there
are 1 billion stars in the universe you will
believe them, bat if they tell you a wall has
wet paint, you will have to touch it to be
sure?
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have to earn $1, O'OOto pass IT

Tuesday, 23 lannary 2000, Angther miember oF JCU has made the news By Mevn
Lee; the son of Richard and Margarct Lee, and the designer of ICC's Intermet Websiie,
was featured man artscle abont Chinsse High School’s 1T course. This course remquines
iht the stedenis carm & |{60E wiih ihear 1T skilis before they con pass ineir IT course

5o Far, Mervyn kas aleesdy enrmed about 3500 designing a website for Shell  From
conwersions with hig father, 1 ather that Mervyn bhas o grei: ivlerest 0 comparters g
hawe st 175 sighil onoan 1T earcer, Mervm was quoied 24 siving, I s grenl te be able 1o
go o & big company and be able 10-do somethmg wsetol foe them and win praise fom
g™ May | sdd that i 12 even betier Bo receive praise from Gosl when He gays o you.
"Wl domse, god ared Brdthiul servant! You have been fRithful saileg few things; [ will
pol yews o chiagpe ol meny thingt, Com e and share wour mnsler's apgeness™

Foep warkng af ol Mervyn and may Ood Bless and Guide vou in onar chioices
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Once upon a time, Money and Life were two good friends. They
followed Master hand in hand wherever he went. Whenever Life felt that he
had a need to be fed or provided with some comfort, Money would lend a
helpful hand to procure the need. On the other hand, whenever Money had
the need to feel safe and secure, or to grow as a matter of course, Life
would provide the enterprise and the energy. Such were the close
relationships between Money and Life that they were inseparable from each
other and they could not imagine how each would have a possible or
meaningful existence without the other. Unfortunately, something happened
and favoritism by the master reared its ugly head. As a result, Money and
Life ceased their friendliness with each other and contention became the
order of the day in whichever home they dwelled together.

Master was on a journey to a foreign land when he met Criminal
who had an eye on Money and a despise for Life. A row ensued.

Criminal: Hand over Money, or else...

Master: , What?! For goodness sake, no way!

Criminal: OK, I compromise. You give me your Money or I
take your Life. Make your choice.

Master: Money, I don’t have with me; but Life, well, I have

one to spare if you have the means to take it.

Throughout the row, Money and Life were standing on edge. The
words of the Master preferring Money to Life gave a jolt to the latter. As
the duel between Master and Criminal went on, Help came along. Albeit
Life managed to escape the clutches of Criminal, he had become badly
wounded in pride by his master’s favoritism towards Money. Rubbing salt



into the wound, Money became arrogant, With his master's faithfulness
towards him assured, he started throwing his weight around at every
apportunity, He was no longer a positive and useful partner to Life, Instead,
Life became enslaved under Money's beck and call. Life could have given
Maney the boot, but he chose to labour under the delusion of his low self-
esteem and dependency on Money to enjoy his existence.

Hitherto, Money and Life are still often seen to dwell under the
same roof. However, their stay together is tenuous al best. Money is
satisfied to boss his way around while Life is forever under threat of being
abandoned by the self-appointed boss. From time to time, Life would just
seek comfort with the few pleasures that Money cares to procure for ham,

John Lee
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On 12 February, a Singaporean tourist in Batam was stabbed to death when he
resisted a robbery attempt, When we read the tragic news, a spontaneous
thought might have floated up & in our minds, “Aiyah, why so foolish. They
want money, just give them. ¥ Money lost can be earned back. Why risk life,
especially when you are alone in a dangerous situation?”

T

Wise thought! Sadly, such a thought did not have its chance of being delivered as
a piece of sound advice before the event. Even if it had, would it really have an impact to
make a difference at the moment of reckoning? It is easier to say “Discretion is the better
part of valour” than to act on it. When you have a large amount of cash or ) 2
valuables with you while being confronted by a robber, a contest of
instincts takes place naturally. Between the instinct for preservation of
life and the instinct for safeguarding your significant material treasures,
one must give. Stand in front of the mirror, keep a straight face and with
no stranger around to embarrass you, spit your thought to the “person” in
front. It is not going to be an easy thing to do — naturally, because we are all natural.

In a survey conducted by the Institute of Policy Studies, it was found that “two in
three Singaporeans would defend the country even if it meant losing their lives, but that
about half would refuse to take a huge pay cut and pay heavier taxes in
the interest of their nation.”

Regarding the survey results, our Deputy Prime Minister, BG
Lee, was reported to be “not at all surprised that Singaporeans
were less willing to support the country if it hurt their pockets.”” BG Lee said, “You might
ask, you might persuade him, but nobody offers such things up willingly; it's against
human nature.”

Human nature is cerlainly a tremendous force for one to overcome. By human
nature’s dictates, it is more acceptable to sacrifice life than to sacrifice money. Following
the rule of human nature, therefore, is to submit our lives to rule by money. We have a
choice — Either obligingly acquiesce to the force of nature and lose our lives, or meekly
submit to the force of the Holy Spirit and forsake our first love (money). “No one can serve
two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” (Mt 6:24)

Money is important only as a utility, not a treasure. Many Christians say that it is
the love of money that is evil, not money per se. Some among them pile up their money in
investments, properties and bank accounts. 1f we equate money-worth with physical
money, then you will realise that as investments rise and fall in value, money is gained and
lost by quantum leaps according to vagaries of markets, the inherent flaws of the monetary
system or just the greed of mouse-happy humans without any utility being put on it to serve
real and necessary consumption. Without the gain or loss, we already have what we need
for our standards of living; so the amounts churned out or washed away as gain or loss
actually exist only on paper or in the minds to provide psychological thrill. They do not
have any productive utility.

When money was invented, it was meant to be a medium for exchange, a
convenience for trade. Manifestly, it has been abused. Instead of a medium for exchange,
currency itself has become the object for exchange! Besides, more money is being stored
away with its value rising or falling at man’s command and less money is being applied to
its real function throughout the period from a person’s cradle to his grave.

Some people argue that what is invested or saved have the utility as a safeguard
against inflation or a security for rainy days or old age. By this token, Microsoft’s Bill
Gates is having an abundant degree of safeguards and security. He has built up his wealth
through honest hard work. However, one may ask how much of his wealth practically
serves real and necessary consumption. Imagine that a stormy day falls and he needs to use
all of his accumulated wealth. He liquidates his stocks and converts his properties to cash.
Would his billions be worth the same in the accounts book, be halved or quartered? Our
combined wealth may still be minuscule compared with the Gates’. Nevertheless, in
percentage terms and according to our familiar standards of living, much of the wealth is
not utilised and will never be utilised for real and necessary consumption. Yet, for every
two persons above the 80™ percentile in terms of wealth, there are five fellow human
beings in abject poverty living on less than US$2 per day. What a waste to humanity
that gigantic amounts of money’s utilities are just being locked away and
subject to immediate vaporisation when the International Financial
System decides “OK, time is up for a BANG!”

Even Bill Gates’ billions does not compare to the wealth of
John D. Rockefeller Sr (1839-1937), a petroleum magnate touted as the richest man ever
and who is probably valued at over $200 billion today. Comparing such an immensity in
human-assigned value with the real applications of the wealth to benefit people in need of
manna (half the world population), it is not difficult to realise that much of man’s wealth is
not useful except to feed man’s desire for “camnal security” instead of “eternal security”
dependent on God. May we learn something from Job and Ezekiel:

Job 31:24-25,28 “If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold,
"You are my security,’ if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune
my hands had gained... then these also would be sins to be judged, for 1
would have been unfaithful to God on high.”



Eze 18 2-10 (NAS) ... "Thus savr the Lord God) ‘Becoise pour heard
liffed up and vou have said | am a God " yel you are g man and not
Crod, although vou make vowr heart fike the heart of God.. Yoo have
acgiirgd Fiches for vourself, and pour Bearr is [ifed up because of vour
rlehs—Thergfore, behald [will bring sirangers upon vou.,. amd they will
draw thetr swords, .. and dgfile your splendor. . and vou will die.. Wil
You still say, | am a god ‘in the presence of your slaver, although you
are a man and not Godd, (o the hands of those who wound pou? ' -

The truths that apply to international money and national money also apply 10
individual money. It is .. Just & matier of scale, When we read Bibhical
ndvice like 1SAIAH i) 551 ("Come, all vou who are thirsty, come to

the walers; and you : who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine md milk withoul money and without
cosl,"), it is easy . io dismiss it as “unreal™ Practical or
impraciical adwvice, it 15 in the mind and we are
talking nbout using our finite minds 1o comprehend

the omniscience b} L P of Ciod that has been tested through and
through. Money _ wis nol and I8 not the only means for
man‘s  survival. o Barter, entrépol, and subsistence still
exist iy @_m nlthough not widespread. Firmly established
Bysiamn {whether regarding  trading  means,  communication
facilities |ike telegraphs, transportation modes, elc.) have been replaced. Even the Internet
taday will be supplanted by immensely maore powerful mind-boggling inventions now
alrendy on the drawing board, The Imermational financial systern has gone through great
trials and tribulations, through the highs and lowas of man-made inflations and depressions,
Mobaody can foretell what will be, and what will happen (o those who are mebriated by their
desire for money over life. However, il is quite eviden! that money is not everything, being
just an ephemeral utility that is 1o be put fo s proper use before it is replaced by a different
ulility that will hopefully serve rather thun enslave Wo human invention can remain
entrenched forever, Al the advent ol the aulemaobile, you would be considered as crazy to
imagine flying through the air, Telegraphy for a long time seemed indomitable, but now it
is proparing its grave, By the next decade, the present fisce of the Internet will be totally
unrecognizable when supercomputers performing 20 million billion caleulations a second
{(snme as human brain) become o reality, While it is sald that change i a constand in life,
life iself as God-given with its eternal dimension is not subject 1o change at will,

The so-called *New Economy™ Is nod a guarantee ol survival, especially for over-
conifident entrepreneurs who embrace the Internet as o wonder-iool for prafitable trade
opporiunities and ordinary nine-to-fve Molks who Tollow the crowds in jumping onlo

dot.com vehicles with the illusion of making thelr money grow 100%,
[000%, ... overnight. I you fill your pockets with more monay, the
money must come from others” pockets. Money doos not (low in e
direction; it can flow in as well as out. Money can even Ny with jusi &



snap of the finger. (Call it “capital flight” if you want a more classy expression.) For
example, when the Thai Government snapped its finger in July 1997 to float the Thai Baht,
financial disasters visited many other Asian countries almost instantly. Faster than flying,
in the “New Economy”, money can even travel at the speed of electricity; billions of
dollars can circle the globe in mere seconds by just mouse clicks. How much faster it will
be when Teledesic satellite network comes on stream next year to provide worldwide high-
speed data connections.

The Internet Economy is not sustainable if it only encourages people to play with
money, moving physical money from point to point instead of adding human labour to
boost the utility of existing money so that more people can share the fruits of the labour. It
is not flattering to the rich to declare how smart they have played the Economy at the
expense of those who have been played out and sucked dry in the game. When highly
trained financial experts around the world giue their eyes on computer
screens and do nothing except buy and sell money, their “work”
supported by money-crazed individuals and institutions, one can
easily imagine the degree of wisdom man possesses in shuffling
money from point to point adding no material to the “labour cost”
they tag on in the process. It would be wiser of man to apply his
labour to increase the production of real economic and life-essential
goods or services and thereby add quantity to what each unit of money
can buy. In this way, the labour cost would be more justifiable since it contributes to useful
output.

The way man rationalises his economic activities is
definitely out of sync with God’s will. God has a warning to
those who worship wealth and neglect the truth. In the fullness
of time, they will have to bite the dust:

“Already you have all you want! Already you have
become rich! You have become kings--and that without us!
How I wish you really had become kings so that we might be
kings with you!.. We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in
Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are
dishonored! To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags,
we are brutally treated, we are homeless... Up to this moment we have
become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. I am not writing
this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children... I will come to
you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how
these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have. For the
kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. What do you prefer?
Shall I come to you with punishment, or in love and with a gentle spirit? "
(1 Cor 4:8-21) '



“Now listen, you rich people. weep and wail hecause of the misery that is
coming upon yvou. Your wealth hus rotted. and moths have euten your
clothes. Yom gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify
against you and eat vour flesh like fire. You huve hoarded wealth in the
last days... You have lived on earth in hoanv and sclf-indulgence. You
have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. ™ (Jumes 5:1-3.5)

"They have become rich and powerful and have grown far and sleek...
they do not plead the case of the fatherless 1o win it, they do not defend
the rights of the poor. Should I not punish them for this?" declures the
Lord. " (Jer 5:27-29)

[ have no difficulty comprehending human nature at work in people who desire
more money (o supporl a pleasant livelihood or even flavour their lives with some amount
of luxury. However, I an totally unable to understand why more and more people
around the world are chasing afier wealth as though {, it is fast-
depleting Oxygen. It isn’t that ____ they do nol
have enough of a pleasant livelihood or
regular doses of luxury; in fact, they have enough
surplus stored away in their securily  vaullts.
The only thing these people do not have must be
time for non-money-making and non-self-centred
pursuits to do good, be rich in good deeds ...as
Paul advised Timothy to instruct the wealthy:

—

“"Command those who are rich in this — present
world not to he arrogant nor (o put their hope in wealth,
which is so wncertain, but 1o put their hope in God, who
richiv provides us with evervihing for om enjovment. Command thew o
do good, 10 be rich in good deeds und 10 he generous and willing 10
share. In this way they will lavy up treaswe for themselves as a firm
Joundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life thar
is truly life.” (1 Tim 6:17-19)

Afler reading the Word of God, | cannot help feeling that it is not necessarily a
blessing to be rich. Well. to those who are rich, | would say that it is perfectly alright if the
wealth has been acquired “without trouble” and has divine approval (as I wrote in “Talking
about Blessing™ in the last issue of The Vine). On the contrary, if the wealth has been
acquired through mental definess at the expense of others instead of honest enterprise
without selfishness, it is a different thing altogether. Be it noted that God does not
absolutely clamp down on riches. “He sends [both] poverty and wealth; he humbles and he
exalts.” (I Sam 2:7) Nonetheless, God makes il absolulely clear that wealth granted by 1lis
grace is not for boasting but for sharing:



This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom
or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his
riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and
knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and
righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the LORD.
(Jeremiah 9:23-24)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has
material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him,
how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with
words or tongue but with actions and in truth. (1 John 3:16-18)

"That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does
not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the
one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be
beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked. (Luke 12:47-48)

To those who are poor and envious of the filthy rich, I
would say, “Fret not. Do not envy riches because while poverty
may give you a hard life, prosperity is fraught with spiritual
dangers. God has his purpose for your life.” No advice,
however, is better than the assurance from God’s Word that
all is well if we place our hearts at the right place:

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said,
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
(Heb 13:5)

Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom
to show restraint. Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they
will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. (Prov 23:4-5)

And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry
about it. For the pagan world runs afier all such things, and your Father
knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well. "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has
been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to
the poor. Provide purses for ourselves that will not wear out, a treasure
in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
(Luke 12:29-34)
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. Living in this kaleidoscopic
bearing. When we are bombarded

what is unnatural becomes natural in

The world is a kaleidoscope.
world, it is easy for us to lose our . '*
daily by one influence or another, -
no time. There is a “psycho” effect - on our minds. We have to be on guard
all the time. Just as when we guard our children and they rebel against the
restrictions, we should understand what its means when our heavenly Father guards over us
daily and we fall into the temptation of rebellion. The Internet-created torrents of harsh
persuasion are like waves relentlessly breaking on the shore. Where can we hide? If we can
expect our children to feel safer close to us, we know we can feel safer if we are willing to

draw ourselves close to our Father. Good advice is often like
bitter pill. God’s advice is good advice even if it is against natural
opinion. Natural opinion is that if one is rich, he can have
everything he wants. (Think: Does wealth give happiness or

distress?) God’s wisdom is that poverty is noble. (Do you say
“rubbish”?) Contemplate and decide for alin i yourself God’s Word:

The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high
position. But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position,
because he will pass away like a wild flower. For the sun rises with
scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is
destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he
goes about his business. (James 1:9-11)

In fact just as we like to admonish our children whenever they disobey
us, God our Father also gives us a good warning against disregarding His Word:

"If anyone ... does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and understands nothing.
He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words
that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant
Sriction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the
truth.... But godliness with contentment

is great gain. For we brought
nothing into this world, and we can take
nothing out of it. But if we have  food

content with
get rich fall

and clothing, we will be
that. People who want to

into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires  that
plunge men into ruin and destruction.

For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Tim 6:3-10)



If we punish our children for their disobedience, likewise our Father in heaven
will punish us for our defiance of His Word:

A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go
unpunished. (Proverbs 28:20)

As mentioned above, God does not absolutely clamp down on riches. He has His
unique plan for each person and His timing in rolling out the plan. He may grant wealth as
well as take it away, in whichever order, to test our faithfulness to Him. He may even grant
both for varying seasons just so that it fits into His overall plan to forge our characters by
letting us have a taste of opposite circumstances to learn contentment. Philippians 4:11-13
provides some insight into this:

“... I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know
what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do
everything through him who gives me strength.”

Yet, when God does bless us with skills to acquire wealth, the skills are not meant
to be a passport to greed or complacency:

.. Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a

man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions ...

The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He
thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my
crops.' Then he said, “This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and
build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And
I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” But
God said to him, You fool! This very night your
life will be demanded from you. Then who will get
what you have prepared for yourself?' This
is how it will be with anyone
who stores up things for
himself but is not rich toward God. (Luke 12:15-21)

You say, 1 am rich; I have acquired wealth and do
not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from
me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to
wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on
your eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So
he earnest, and repent. (Revelation 3.17-19)



3 Wealth can indeed be a blessing or a trouble. It is a blessing if we
: \ make use of it according to God’s will and maintain our faithfulness to Him. 1t
spells trouble when we are enslaved by it and throw righteousness out of
the window; for wealth per se “is worthless in the day of wrath, but
righteousness delivers from death... Whoever trusts in his riches will
fall...” (Prov 11:4, 28) So if we have wealth, we ought to put it in its
rightful place without insulating ourselves from God. We should never
let our moneymaking endeavours draw us away from serving God.

On the other hand, if we are given poverty, we ought not fret and be overawed by our
neighbour who grows rich (See Ps 16-19). The ultimate question is: Should one then seek
wealth or poverty as a blessing? To each his own answer and responsibility after
meditating on the following:

.. Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread.
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, “Wha is the
Lord?” Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name

of my God. (Prov 30:8-9)
John Lee

A:tiew minister in a small Oklahoma town spent the first four days desperately calling on
’the'membershlp, begging them to-came to his first services ... He failed He placed a notice
i, the Jocal new'spapersl stating that as the church was dead, it was his duty to give it a
decent Christian burial. ‘The funeral would be held the following Sunday afternoon, the
notice sald.
Morhidly curious the whole town turned out. In front of the pulpit, they saw a high coffin,
“smothered in flowers. The minister read the obituary and delivered a eulogy; he then
imvited his congregation to step forward and pay their respects to the dearly beloved who
. had departed
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The Iong line filed by. Each mourner peeped Into the coffin and then turned away with a
gmlty‘ sheepish look.

Forln the coffin, tdted at the correcf angle, was a Iarge mirror. E\erynne saw hlmself

From the Internet




2 ﬁxpﬂftd Pﬂﬂkﬂgﬁ' maﬂl.'-y in be "‘E

Amlmwmmﬂympmmfmmlhgn For
many months he had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer’s showroom, and

knowing his father could well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted

As Gradustion Day spproached, the young man awaited signs that his
father had purchased the car. Fimally, on the moming of his graduation, his father
called him info his private study. His father told him how proud he was 10 have
such a fine son, and told him how much he loved him. He handed his son a
beautifully wrapped gift box.

Curiows, and somewhat dsappointed, the young man opened the box and
found a lovely, leather-bpund Bible, with the young man's name embossed in gold
Angry. he rose his voice 1o his Tather and said, "With all your money you give me
a Bible?" and stormed out of the house.

Muny years passed and the young man was very successful in business.
He had a bemutiful home and wonderful family, but realized his father was very
old, and thought perhaps he should go to him. He had not seen him since that
graduntion day. Before he could make arrangements, he received a iclegram telling
him hiy lather had passed away, and willed all of his possessions to his son. He
needed to come home mmedintely and take care of things. When he arrived at his
father's house, sudden sadness and regret filled his heart. He began to search
through his father's important papers and saw the still new Bible, just as he had
left It years ago. With tears, he opened the Bible and began to turn the pages. His
father had carefully underlined a verse, Matt.7:1 1, "And if ye, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly
Father who i in Heaven, give to those who ask Him?®



As he read those words, & car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It
had a tag with the dealers name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had
desired. On the tag was the date of his gradoation, and the words PAID IN FULL

How manv times do we miss God's blessings because they are not
packaged as we expected?

Anrhar golrowm
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Often we run into error thinking we know what s really good for ws,
But if we will only learn that the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
Then only will we always seek what he wants for ns. Because He sees beyond
what we ¢xpect and He always seek 0 exceed our expectation. Remember Jesus
never came in the manner that the people expected But His coming in the way God
planned turned out to be the BEST THE WORLD CAN EVER HAVE OF GOD,

Kareng
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“My pustar ... stated that not only was the package not what the son had expected,
but note the words PAID IN FULL, We are paid in full; our sins are paid in full.

Are we going to be foolish enough not to recognize the packaging?™
i spiniladwomen . comdadl CEER ot
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